
Director’s Notes 

 

Drive 

Purpose: 

1. To allow the viewer to think of ways to take the negatives in their own lives and turn 

them into positives. 

2. To raise money for the International Child Art Foundation (ICAF.org) to create a better, 

more positive platform for children to learn, be creative and become future problem 

solvers for the betterment of all. 

3. To allow a platform for the local central New York artists involved with Drive to 

showcase where they are with their craft. 

Underlying Messages (including the two shorts Drive: Race and Drive: Political): 

- You cannot go back and change the past, but you can move forward with your life in a 

positive way! 

- Love over hate. Positivity over negativity. Empathy towards others. 

- Will you still love someone, even in the worst of times? 

- Who is there for you when your life gets hard? More importantly, are you there for 

someone when life gets hard for them? 

- How important are the loved ones in your life to you? 

- The importance of children and how they are raised (aka conditioned). 

- If you want to make the world a better place, start by making your world a better place, 

and soon enough, the world around you will become a better place. 

- How far are you willing to go to change your negative life into a positive one? 

- Always be open to communicate, no matter the situation or circumstances. 

- No one gets out of life alive. We all live once. What kind of legacy are we going to 

leave? 

- Make each moment count. 

- We don’t live from big moment to big moment, rather, it is the little moments in life that 

eventually build up to the big moments. 

- Never judge a book by its cover. You could miss one hell of a story! 

- It is always easy for people to make jokes about someone or something that they do not 

understand. 

- Miscommunication can be a bigger issue than the issues. 

- Manipulation of one individual can be the catalyst of multiple issues. 

- No matter the mistake, it’s always best to go out of your way to correct yourself. 

- There are more important things than yourself in this world. Be humble and accept the 

fact that you are not above everyone else. Rather, you are equal to everyone else. You 

just might be in a slightly better or worse situation than everyone else. 

- Do what is right, opposed to what may be beneficial. 

- It’s to have witnesses and/or proof. 



- When everyone does the right thing, life is better. 

Drive is clearly a metaphor for having the drive to accomplish something or to overcome a 

certain obstacle. Simply put, Drive was named such because Will goes for a drive to figure out 

his purpose while also taking this drive to figure out if his thoughts, ideas, values, and opinions 

are inline with the person he wants to be. Will takes a drive, literally, to isolate himself from the 

rest of the world so that he can go through this process of “recalibration.” He talks about all the 

things he has learned from Mimay (aka Grandmother) in order to figure out if they fit with how 

he should live his life. When Will brings up one of Mimay’s thoughts, ideas, opinions, or values 

that she has taught him, a mini story plays depicting that thought, idea, opinion, or value. 

Something that I hope everyone who watches Drive does at some point in their existence, is we 

all need to be “recalibrated” from time to time. We just have to know when that time is and if we 

are willing to accept change. 

I wanted to capture realism in Drive. There is too much of the over-the-top, living from big 

moment to big moment in entertainment today. When that is not what life is at all. Life is about 

the little moments. The moments when the camera is not rolling. Simplistic things. Whether it be 

the awkward way we drive, talk, walk, look, eat, drink, and the list literally goes on and on. We 

should be able to appreciate things for what they really are and not make each moment of our 

lives be over-the-top. That is why I created Drive to be as real and true to how people actually 

are in real life. Opposed to how we idealistically envision them to be. 

The importance of the “fading to black” tells a couple of things. The first being, how easily our 

attention span goes in and out of conversations. Our minds are jam packed with ten-million 

different things all happening at once. It’s a wonder we all don’t go stir crazy! That being said, I 

wanted to show this going in and out of black space to allow the viewers to understand how 

easily we go in and out of our own daily conversations that we have. And what is more 

important, is what we lose when we go in and out of conversations. Another quality to this 

“fading to black” is what enhances when the picture goes away. Our sense of hearing. Once the 

image goes away, it doesn’t matter how the character looks or doesn’t look, how our eyes 

wander to see the clock and the calendar in the background. Rather, our sense of hearing picks 

up every detail in the words being said, how they are being said, the breaks in the dialog, the 

unknown noise that doesn’t quite make sense, etc. As it was once put to me by the real Mimay 

“God gave you two ears and one mouth so that you can listen more than flap your yap.” To put 

this into other terms, never underestimate the importance of simply listening instead of trying to 

cut people off to get your two cents in. There is great knowledge to be had for the listeners of 

this world! 

The Stories 

➢ Diversity/Identity 

o When creating this piece, I wanted to include the theatre aspect into the 

story. I believe having a group of like-minded positive individuals in your 

life is important. I chose theatre because throughout human history, theatre 

has always been a part of it. Well, that and prostitution, but let me stick to 



the point. Whenever a person wanted to learn about a certain time in 

history, the easiest and most effective way to learn about that time was 

through theatre works of that time period. Think about it. Theatre depicts 

how people dressed, thought, walked, talked, how buildings looked, 

landscapes once were, who was in power, who was on the “bottom of the 

food chain,” and simply how people lived their day-to-day lives. If 

nothing else, maybe Drive will be a way for people to look back on our 

time to understand what life was like. Who knows? Point being, theatre is 

an important part of this story. 

o One of the topics I wanted to tackle was diversity and identity. Too many 

people in today’s world have no idea who they are or where they are going 

in life. I wanted to take a sliver of that reality and implement it into this 

story. Ben desperately wants to be who he is, but society is still in the “old 

way” of thinking. That being, your happiness is defined by the job you 

hold, how big your house is, how much you have in your 401k, who your 

wife or husband is (or better yet, if you’re even married at all), how many 

children you have, what school they go to or graduated from, etc. The idea 

of being happy for simply being who you are doesn’t seem to scratch the 

surface. Is that not the overall end game for everyone? Happiness for 

being just who you are? This story within Drive is one that tackles that 

question while also showing the personal struggle that some may have in 

defining who they really are. 

➢ Children’s Worth 

o This is a story that is all too common in today’s world. There is an ever 

growing sense that children are not being raised in a positive way. Don’t 

let my six plus years of substitute teaching get in the way of my thought 

process on this subject, but it is obvious, right? With the advancement of 

technology in today’s world, the ability to have children go play video 

games, or live their lives in front of a computer screen takes something 

away from the growing up (aka conditioning) process. Everything can be 

learned, read, watched, bought, etc. via the internet. What is scarier is that 

people can easily manipulate the facts online to mislead not only adults 

(don’t believe me, look at what Russia did in 2016…I rest my case), but 

children who are far more easily manipulated. This story takes that to an 

extreme case with regards to online manipulation, but at the end of the 

day, those realities within this story are still possible. 

o There is no more “family time” for a vast majority of today’s children and 

we wonder why so many young people are lost with what is right and what 

is wrong. They have no positive guidance. If responsible adults don’t fill 

that empty void, who or what will? Your guess is as good as mine and 

with the character Jamie, she seeks this guidance from a faceless person 

online. 



▪ Side bar: In the words above I loosely say “…what is right and 

what is wrong.” There is no “right” or “wrong” when it comes to 

life. Only socially accepted definitions of the two. An example: Is 

it wrong for a child to steal food because they are starving? Is it 

right for a President to steal from his own people to better advance 

his position in society? Depending on who you are within society, 

both could be right and both could be wrong. 

➢ Broken Family 

o Much like the lack of positive parenting in today’s world (aka positive 

conditioning), the same can be said for the family life. I am not much of a 

traditionalist, but I will say that having that positive family life to come 

home too is one that can greatly benefit a life. Now don’t get me wrong, 

family can be defined as a Mom and Dad, two Moms, two Dads, an Aunt 

and Uncle, Grandparents, etc. Long story short, family has many possible 

meanings for everyone, all of which can be positive. This story takes on 

the struggles of having a broken family. You know the kind. One parent or 

guardian who works two or three jobs just to make ends meet, while also 

trying to raise a child. This story shows the tension between both Destiny 

and father Dan who, to a certain degree, both feel to blame for the way 

their family life is. 

➢ Loss 

o Loss is a part of life. We will have wins, whether they are big or small. 

We will equally have losses, whether they are big or small. When we are 

faced with a loss, we have to understand that it is not permanent. We can 

always bounce back, always have a comeback. This story of loss within 

Drive takes it to a different level. Mainly because I can relate to this level 

of loss. Yes, from personal experience and I can truthfully say that I am a 

survivor of such a loss. But there are so many in our world today that 

struggle with this level of loss. Some come out of it in a positive way like 

I did. Others never will. Not because they cannot but because they do not 

know how to. One of the underlying messages of Drive is that “You are 

not alone.” Meaning that others (although not as specific as your situation) 

have/are/will be going through the same situation as you are. The story of 

loss depicts how married couple Preston and Madison make it through 

their struggling time. How Preston opening up to Madison about his 

struggle can be the best starting point for their bouncing back to a positive 

place in life is what I want the viewer to understand. This process can be 

applied to all the stories within Drive. 

➢ Grief and Moving On 

o Make no mistake, no one gets out of life alive. We all were born, and we 

all will die. I remember that it was once beautifully put “There’s two dates 

that they’ll put on your stone and everyone knows what they mean, but 



what’s more important is the time that that is known in that little dash in 

between.” What are we going to do with that time in between our start and 

end dates? The foundation story of which Drive sets upon, this is the story 

of both Mimay and Will. The real-life struggle of caregiving. Which trust 

me, can be a lot to go through! Having taken care of the real Mimay 

(alongside my Mom…getting an idea of where this film manifested from 

yet?) for seven years straight, can take a lot out of a person. However, 

such caregiving can also tell you a lot about a person. How much of their 

personal life and their liberty they are willing to give up to be there for a 

loved one when they need them the most. Not everyone is willing to take 

such sacrifices. Otherwise, nursing homes would not be in existence 

today. Nevertheless, the foundation on which Drive is based is one of self-

sacrifice through the act of caregiving. Oh, and if you haven’t guessed, 

one of personal experience. 

Drive: Race and Political 

o When coming up with the different scenes for the Drive, I wanted the 

topics of race and politics to be a part of the conversation. Not 

necessarily in the same story, with regards to the various mini-stories 

that Drive holds. To have the topics of race and politics on their own 

terms seemed to be more powerful than to have the two together. Since 

we can watch the news on any given day, usually those two topics (and 

sometimes two issues) are intermixed. Which was my ultimate 

reasoning behind putting both race and politics on their own. If you 

want to watch a story where both race and politics are intermixed, then 

simply turn on the news on any given day. 

o I wanted to keep the same style with the two shorts as I did with the 

feature. This is of course regarding the “fading to black” to only hear 

the voices of the characters. Again, this plays into my wanting to get 

the point across that we were given two ears and one mouth. We 

should be listening more than speaking. I also wanted to experiment 

with the recollection of past thoughts slowly becoming more “black 

and white” for the characters. Should it be explained how things 

become more “black and white” when digging towards the truth? 

Where the memory of Jamie is shown walking home from school to be 

clearly “black and white,” because our vision of Jamie is clear from 

the start. She is feeling down, depressed, discouraged, etc. from all of 

the bullying happening at school while also dealing with the lack of 

having that “family atmosphere” to come home to. When Ben thinks 

of how his phone call with his Mom is going to go, he clearly sees how 

that moment is going to go down. Anthony’s memory of the events 

only becomes clearer as the pieces fall together on what was 

happening. We only assume it to be one thing up until Officer Brian 



Skinner uncovers the truth (or so it is alleged that Skinner uncovered 

the truth) is when our vision or the events become “black and white.” 

▪ It should also be noted that I originally had both Drive: Race 

and Drive: Political in the original feature. Both were cut from 

the feature and made into their own shorts for the following 

two reasons: 

• The film was over two hours long with both shorts in 

the feature. When the original rough draft editing was 

completed in the Catskill Mountains back in 2017, Dan 

(chief editor), Karin (first assistant editor) and I realized 

that cuts would need to be made. 

• We wanted to keep the film close to the vest as 

possible. This is of course in regards to the main story 

throughout Drive: the story of Mimay and Will. Since 

all of the other storylines were direct connections to 

how Mimay viewed the world and how she shared her 

views, thoughts, ideas, and opinions with Will, the 

question was which storylines to cut from the feature. 

The topics of race and politics were taken out because 

the other scenes largely discussed family. The only 

other story that I would have switched out with the 

story discussing race was the story discussing 

diversity/identity. Since the story discussing 

diversity/identity had an “outside-of-the-box” approach 

to family, I thought it wise to not only keep that in the 

feature, but put that story right at the start. 

Traditionalist view families as a Mom, Dad, and 

Children (with other connecting family members like 

Grandparents, Uncles, Aunts, etc.), while the story 

discussing diversity/identity talks about the modern 

view of the term family. Nonrelated family that can 

have an equally powerful and positive impact. Which in 

today’s world is important to talk about because not all 

“families” are equal. Which was my ultimate reason of 

cutting the stories involving race and politics out of the 

main feature and putting them into their own shorts. 

 

➢ Drive: Race 

o This story was created to showcase one of the many causes of racism 

in today’s world: miscommunication and/or manipulation of the facts. 

As you will see from the short, a simple placement of the incorrect 

information can spin people down the wrong path. With the only 

resolution being an investigation of the information gathered from the 



primary sources. Miscommunication (the failure to communicate 

adequately) and manipulation (the action of manipulating something in 

a skillful manner) can go hand-and-hand. While a person can fail to 

communicate the correct information, a person can equally and 

skillfully manipulate the correct information into their favor. We see a 

lot of this with politics, but also with the issue of racism. As you will 

see (or have already seen) from the short, I chose not to go to the 

extreme with this topic. With regards to shootings, beatings, etc. I 

believe there is simply too much violence in the world today. Whether 

it be from video games, other movies, music, etc. That is why I chose 

to show this miscommunication and manipulation of the facts in a 

more “low key” tone. It is always easier to swear and be violent, but it 

takes great restraint and strength to disregard such temptations and 

take the higher road. I also wanted to show the domino effect of events 

and how one negative thing can lead to another and another. We stop 

this effect when we change our mindset from the negative to the 

positive. Then, and only then can our world change! 

➢ Drive: Political 

o One of the first things that I want to cover is the importance of the 

timeframe for this story. When this story was written, it was the year 

2015. President Obama was still in office. The Santa Barbara oil spill 

had just happened. Before all of the other chaos that we currently find 

ourselves in today. After the release of the Mueller Report, we can 

clearly understand how low people will go to either cover up the truth 

and/or manipulate the truth to their benefit. Which is also why the first 

line from Will in the beginning of this short is important to remember. 

There was indeed a time when politicians (not too long ago) would do 

the right thing. 

o I wanted to make clear who the manipulator was and who the tempted 

individual was in this story. The importance of establishing this is best 

put as “If you think you’re winning, you’re losing. If you think you’re 

losing, you’re actually winning.” It’s one of the old sayings in politics. 

Politicians who think that they are winning, more times than not, end 

up losing. With the contrast of that being, those politicians who think 

they are losing, are actually winning. Nothing can be more true than 

the 2016 Presidential election when it was thought that former 

Secretary of State Hilary Clinton would win by a landslide over 

Donald Trump. History loves the underdog and loves the opposite of 

the “status quo” politics. That “status quo” definitely being highlighted 

in Drive: Political! 

o The federal agents at the end were my take on having minor characters 

who had their own personalities. From McGrain’s “dorkiness” to 

Lorenzo’s “cockiness,” I didn’t simply want the cliché federal agent 



character. I wanted characters with their own personality, with their 

own world that we only get to see a small sliver of in this story. 

 

Finally 

 Well first off, thank you for taking the time and energy to read this far! 

 Your time and energy are so special to me! Both of which are our most precious 

commodities as humans. We will never get the time that we spend back, and we only have so 

much. The energy we put into people, jobs, daily tasks, etc. is something that is truly taken for 

granted. Let it be known that both your time and your energy mean the world to me. Which I am 

truly thankful and grateful for! 

 If you get nothing else from Drive, please understand that you cannot go back and change 

the past, but you can move forward with your life in a positive way! And if you truly do want to 

make the world a better place, you can start by making YOUR world a better place. By default, 

the world around you will become a better place! 


